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should have immunity for themselves and their prop-
erty; that As torre should have freedom to depart and to
take with him his moveable possessions, his immove-
ables remaining at the mercy of the Pope. By all the
laws of war Cesare was entitled to a heavy indemnity
for the losses he had sustained through the resistance
opposed to him. Considering those same laws and
the application they were wont to receive in his day,
no one could have censured him had he rejected all
terms and given the city over to pillage. Yet not only
does he grant the terms submitted to him, but in addi-
tion he actually lends an ear to the Council's prayer
that out of consideration for the great suffering of the
city in the siege he should refrain from exacting any
indemnity. This was to be forbearing^ indeed; but he
was to carry his forbearance even further. In answer
to the Council's expressed fears of further harm at the
hands of his troops once these should be in Faenza,
he actually consented to effect no entrance into the
town.
We are not for a moment to consider Cesare as ac-
tuated in all this by any lofty humanitarianism. He
was simply pursuing that wise policy of his,, in re-
fraining from punishing conquered States which were
to be subject henceforth to his rule, and which, there-
fore, must be conciliated so that in return they might
be loyal to him. But it is well that you should at
least appreciate this policy and the fruit it bore when
you read elsewhere that Cesare Borgia was a blood-
glutted monster of carnage who ravaged the Ro-
magna, rending and devouring it like some beast of
prey.
On the 26th the Council repaired to Cesare at the